Greetings Clerks & Treasurers – 
There has been a variety of discussions in the past months regarding vault fees and charges for public records.  As an Association, we should be concerned by revenue left uncollected, especially when we wish to propose a fee increase.

I offer the following for your consideration:
32 VSA § 1671 (excerpts)
(a)(3) For examination of records by town clerk, a fee of $5.00 per hour MAY be charged but not more than $25.00 for each examination on any one calendar day.

(a)(4) For examination of records by others, a fee of $4.00 per hour MAY be charged. 

(a)(6) For the recording or filing, or both, of any document that is to become a matter of public record in the town clerk’s office a fee of $15.00 per page SHALL be charged; for any certified copy of such document, a fee of $10.00 PER PAGE SHALL be charged; for the recording or filing, or both, of a property transfer return, a fee of $15.00 SHALL be charged.

(a)(7) For uncertified copies of records and documents on file, or recorded, a fee of $1.00 PER PAGE SHALL be charged, WITH A MINIMUM FEE OF $2.00; however, copies of minutes of municipal meetings or meetings of local boards and commissions, copies of grand lists and checklists, and copies of any public records that any agency of that political subdivision has deposited with the clerk shall be available to the public at actual cost.

(a)(8) For survey plats file in accordance with 27 V.S.A. chapter 17, a fee of $25.00 per 11 inch by 17 inch sheet, $25.00 per 18 inch by 24 inch sheet, and $25.00 per 24 inch by 36 inch sheet SHALL be charged.

(b) A schedule of all fees shall be posted in the town clerk’s office.

(c)(1) The legislative body SHALL CREATE a Restoration and Preservation Reserve Fund of not less than $4.00 per page from the per page recording fees established under this section.

(c)(2) The Restoration and Preservation Reserve Fund SHALL BE USED SOLEY FOR restoration, preservation, digitization, storage, and conservation of municipal records.

(f) When more than one previously recorded instrument is affected by the terms of a new instrument submitted for recording, the per page fee established in this section shall be assessed for each document affected by the terms of the new instrument.  (i.e. discharges that name more than one document.)
